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Summer 
derecho 
left $11B 
in damage 


Storms that razed 
Midwest hit hard 
in very short time 


By MORGAN GREENE 
Chicago Tribune 


The summer derecho 
that rattled windows and 
ripped down trees across 
Illinois and the Midwest 
caused an estimated $11 
billion in damage, becoming 
the costliest storm event to 
occur in less than 24 hours 
in at least four decades. 

That’s according to the 
National Oceanic and At- 
mospheric Administration, 
which this month released 
its annual report detailing 
the billion-dollar-plus 
weather and climate disas- 
ters to strike the United 
States. A record-breaking 
22 disasters caused $95 bil- 
lion in damage in 2020. 

Last year was the sixth in 
a row to have 10 or more 
separate billion-dollar di- 
saster events, said Adam 
Smith, a NOAA climatolo- 
gist. 

“For 2020 to have more 
than doubled that standard, 
at 22 separate billion-dollar 
disaster events, shattering 
the record of 16 events that 
happened in 2011 and 2017, 
was really breathtaking,” 
Smith said. “It’s hard to 
believe. And hopefully we 
won't have a year like 2020 
for many years to come.” 

Starting on Aug. 10, a 
speedy line of storms with 
remarkable endurance cov- 
ered 770 miles in 14 hours. 
Beginning in southern 
South Dakota and hitting 
gusts higher than 90 mph, 
the derecho flattened mil- 
lions of acres of crops, 
tipped over semitrucks and 
snapped trees apart on its 
path toward Ohio. 

Its $11 billion in damage 
made the derecho the sec- 
ond-costliest severe storm 
event out of 128 that met the 
billion-dollar mark since 
1980. The only severe storm 
that eclipsed the derecho in 
cost was the southeastern 
tornado Super Outbreak in 
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A worker adjusts decorative flags on the National Mall on Tuesday in Washington, D.C., amid tight security measures for Inauguration Day. 


Inauguration, daunting 
tasks await new leaders 


Biden returns to DC to assume helm of nation in crisis 


STEP! IE KEITH/GETTY 


By BILL BARROW 
AND AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President- 
elect Joe Biden made a sober 
entrance to the nation’s capital 
Tuesday, ready to assume power 
as America reels from the co- 
ronavirus pandemic, soaring un- 
employment and grave concerns 
about more violence as he pre- 
pares to take the oath of office. 

Biden, an avid fan of Amtrak, 
had planned to take a train into 
Washington ahead of Wednes- 
day’s Inauguration Day, but 
scratched that plan in the after- 
math ofthe Jan. 6 insurrection at 
the U.S. Capitol. 

He instead flew into a military 
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A teary Joe Biden delivers re- 
marks before leaving Delaware. 


airbase just outside the capital 
Tuesday afternoon and then 
motorcaded into fortress D.C. — 
a city that’s been flooded by 
some 25,000 National Guard 
troops guarding a Capitol, White 
House and National Mall that 
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Kamala Harris joined Biden in 
Washington at a memorial. 


are wrapped in a maze of 
barricades and tall fencing. 
Shortly before Biden departed 
for Washington, the U.S. reached 
another grim milestone in the 
pandemic, surpassing 400,000 
deaths from the virus, according 


IN CHICAGOLAND: A South 
Side native-turned-general 
commands troops providing 
security for inauguration. Page 3 
E 34 Chicago police officers 
were sent to Washington, D.C., 
to help protect the transition of 
power. Page 3 

IN NATION & WORLD: Trump 
prepares a wave of pardons and 
offers “best wishes” to successor 
in farewell video. Page 11 


to Johns Hopkins University. 
“These are dark times,” Biden 
told dozens of supporters in an 
emotional send-off in Delaware 
before departing for Washing- 
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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Chicago eyes next vaccine phase 


Those 65 and older to get shots as officials say indoor dining could resume in days 


By GREGORY PRATT, 
ALICE YIN 

AND JAMIE MUNKS 
Chicago Tribune 


Chicago will join the rest 
of Illinois in advancing to 
the next phase of the state’s 
COVID-19 vaccination 
program on Monday, open- 
ing up inoculations for resi- 
dents age 65 or older and 
front-line essential work- 
ers, including teachers, the 
city said Tuesday. 

Mayor Lori Lightfoot, 
meanwhile, said she hopes 
indoor dining “soon” will 
be allowed at restaurants 
across Chicago after Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker eased other 
COVID-19 restrictions on 
the city. 

Citing improved 
COVID-19 numbers, Chi- 
cago’s Public Health Com- 
missioner Dr. Allison Ar- 
wady predicted indoor din- 
ing could be “days” away. 


Turn to Phase, Page 9 


niga nna) 


i 
Nini È 


STACEY WESCOTT/CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Vehicles line up inside of the exhibition hall of the Lake County Fairgrounds to receive 
COVID-19 vaccinations on Tuesday in Grayslake. Lake County has vaccinated over 
20,000 people thus far. 


“I want to be clear: There is not enough vaccine, right, to 
vaccinate all of the Chicagoans aged 65 and older, all of these 
front-line essential workers, and it will take weeks to get these 
groups vaccinated.” — Dr. Allison Arwady, Chicago Public Health Commissioner 


Reopening stirs 
teacher strike threat 


CPS chief: Union 
talks must focus on 
how, not if, to open 


By HANNAH LEONE 
Chicago Tribune 


The Chicago Teachers 
Union’s governing body is 
expected to convene 
Wednesday and could send 
a vote to members as soon 
as Thursday to strike or take 
other collective action as 
early as next week, several 
sources told the Tribune. 

With that looming threat, 
Chicago Public Schools 
CEO Janice Jackson held a 
roundtable Tuesday morn- 
ing with a small group of 
parents inside the gymna- 
sium at Belmont-Cragin El- 
ementary. Asked about talks 
with the union and the 
possibility of a teachers 
strike, Jackson said the dis- 
trict is “incredibly inter- 
ested” in coming to aresolu- 
tion and the parties are 


continuing to meet regu- 
larly. 

“We can’t do this work 
without teachers ... so for 
that reason alone it’s in all of 
our interests to have an 
agreement,” Jackson said. “ 
... People can’t make heads 
or tails of the back-and- 
forth.” 

More than 6,500 
prekindergarten and special 
education students were 
signed up to return to CPS 
buildings Jan. 11 for the 
district’s first in-person 
classes since the co- 
ronavirus pandemic caused 
schools statewide to close in 
March. Another 70,000 kin- 
dergarten through eighth 
grade students have chosen 
to return on Feb. 1, with 
their teachers expected 
back on Monday. No return 
date has been set for high 
schoolers. 

Referring to messaging 
the district promoted over 


Turn to Schools, Page 9 


Farewell to Northwestern 


Northwestern athletic director Jim Phillips 
begins his new job as Atlantic Coast Confer- 
ence commissioner in February. But he leaves 
the university in better shape than when he 
took the AD job in 2008. Chicago Sports 


Following directions 


One professional cook’s New Year’s kitchen 
resolution is to follow recipes exactly as writ- 
ten, to get to know their creators without 
altering the dishes to match her own experi- 


ences or tastes. Health & Family 


Boxer’s trial files released 


108 years after a racially motivated trial 
against Black heavyweight champ Jack John- 
son, the court docket, along with images of 
some of the handwritten documents from the 
trial, goes public. Chicagoland, Page 4 


P% Tom Skilling’s forecast High37 Low28 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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